ROYAL 
YACHTING ASSOCIATION | 


THE 1965/1968 
INTERNATIONAL YACHT 
RACING RULES 


(Printed May 1966) 


a 
A A9, 


Copies of the R.Y.A. year book (Supplement A) obtainable from:— 
The R.Y.A., 171 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1 


Price 3s. 6d. each surface post free | 
but copies of the 1965/1968 racing rules without the various addenda and | 


appendices are available at the prices given below. A limited supply of these 
rules is also available printed on waterproof paper. 


PLEASE COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM BELOW 


To: R.Y.A., 171 Victoria Street, London S.W.1 


The 1965/1968 International Yacht Racing Rules (sale price 3/-) 
Lots of 1,000 ... £75 0 0 (1/6 each) 


Lotsof 100 ... £815 0 (1/9 each) 
Lotsof 50 .. £5 0 0 (2/- each 
Lotsof 25 .. £216 3 (2/3 each) 
Please supply...................—...«.. 22 co pies of 
The Racing Rules 
Payment of £ : s. d. is enclosed. 
This supply should be sent to:— 


„лефон не A E 0000090090489 зо өз 90 poa өйзөөө 0000099 00ecdgeastecesesaecesanduasaqdeóoescce neto sso sé hasce воров there T vo qun 


eeseóe9000000000000000000080000000000000000090000000000000909000000000002 000000000000 000090000000000000000000000000000 0 9 00000000 


Right of way when not subject to the racing rules 


The rules of Part IV do not apply in any way to a vessel which 
is neither intending to race nor racing; such vessel shall be 
treated in accordance with the International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea or Government Right-of-Way 
Rules applicable in the area concerned. 


Marginal markings indicate major changes of principle 
or substance in the text of the 1961 rules. It should, 
however, be noted that almost all the definitions and rules 
have been amended, either to achieve greater clarity and 
uniformity of phraseology, or to conform them to case law. 
Yachtsmen are therefore advised to study all the defini- 
tions and rules. 
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INTERNATIONAL YACHT RACING UNION 


Racing Rules 


The special provisions required by the Royal Yachting Association 
where latitude is allowed to the several National Authorities are 
printed in large italics. 


PART I—DEFINITIONS 


When a term defined in Part I is used in its defined sense it is printed 
in bold type. All definitions and italicized notes rank as rules. 


Racing—A yacht is racing from her preparatory signal until she 
has either finished and cleared the finishing line and finishing marks 
or retired, or until the race has been cancelled, postponed or aban- 
doned, except that in match or team races, the sailing instructions 
may prescribe that a yacht is racing from any specified time before 
the preparatory signal. 


Starting—A yacht starts when, after her starting signal, any part 
| of her hull, crew or equipment first crosses the starting line in the 
direction of the first mark. ч 


Finishing—A yacht finishes when any part of her hull, or of her 
crew or equipment in normal position, crosses the finishing line from 
the direction of the last mark. i 


Luffing—Altering course towards the wind until head to wind. 


Tacking—A yacht is tacking from the moment she is beyond head 
to wind until she has borne away, if beating to windward, to a close- 
hauled course; if not beating to windward, to the course on which 
her mainsail has filled. 


Bearing Away—Altering course away from the wind until a yacht 
begins to gybe. 


Gybing—A yacht begins to gybe at the moment when, with the 
wind aft, the foot of the mainsail crosses her centre line and com- 
pletes the gybe when the mainsail has filled on the other tack. 
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On a Tack—A yacht is on a tack, except when she is tacking or 
gybing. A yacht is on the tack (starboard or port) corresponding to 
her windward side. 


Close-hauled—A yacht is close-hauled when sailing by the wind as 
close as she can lie with advantage in working to windward. 


Leeward and Windward—The leeward side of a yacht is that on 
which she is, or, if luffing head to wind, was, carrying her mainsail. 
The opposite side is the windward side. 

When neither of two yachts on the same tack is clear astern, the 
one on the leeward side of the other is the leeward yacht. The other 
is the windward yacht. 


Clear Astern and Clear Ahead; Overlap—A yacht is clear astern 
of another when her hull and equipment are abaft an imaginary line 
projected abeam from the aftermost point of the other's hull and 
equipment. The other yacht is clear ahead. The yachts overlap if 
neither is clear astern; or if, although one is clear astern, an inter- 
vening yacht overlaps both of them. The terms clear astern, clear 
ahead and overlap apply to yachts on opposite tacks only when they 
are subject to rule 42, Rounding or Passing Marks and Obstruc- 
tions. 


Proper course—A proper course is any course which a yacht might 
sail after the starting signal, in the absence of the other yacht or 
yachts affected, to finish as quickly as possible. The course sailed 
before luffing or bearing away is presumably, but not necessarily, 
that yacht's proper course. There is no proper course before the 
starting signal. 


Mark—A mark is any object specified in the sailing instructions 
which a yacht must round or pass on a required side. 


Obstruction—An obstruction is any object, including craft under 
way, large enough to require a yacht, if not less than one overall 
length away from it, to make a substantial alteration of course to 
pass on one side or the other, or any object which can be passed on 
one side only, including a buoy when the yacht in question cannot 
safely pass between it and the shoal or object which it marks. 


Cancellation—A cancelled race is one which the race committee 
decides will not be sailed thereafter. 
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Postponement—A postponed race is one which is not started at its 
scheduled time and which can be sailed at any time the race com- 
mittee may decide. 

Abandonment—An abandoned race is one which the race com- 
mittee declares void at any time after the starting signal, and which 
can be resailed at its discretion. 


PART II—MANAGEMENT OF RACES 
Authority and Duties of Race Committee 


The rules of Part II deal with the duties and responsibilities of the 
race committee in conducting a race, the meaning of signals made by 
it and of other actions taken by it. 


1—General Authority of Race Committee and Judges 

1. All races shall be arranged, conducted and judged by a race 
committee under the direction of the sponsoring organization, except 
as may be provided under rule 1.2. The race committee may delegate 
the conduct of a race, the hearing and deciding of protests or any 
other of its responsibilities to one or more sub-committees which, 
if appointed, will hereinafter be included in the term “гасе com- 
mittee" wherever it is used. 

2. For a special regatta or series, the sponsoring organization 
may provide for a jury or judges to hear and decide protests and to 
have supervision over the conduct of the races, in which case the 
race committee shall be subject to the direction of the jury or judges 
to the extent provided by the sponsoring organization. 

3. All yachts entered or racing shall be subject to the direction 
and control of the race committee, but it shall be the sole respon- 
sibility of each yacht to decide whether or not to start or to continue 
to race. 

4. Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority, the race 
committee may reject any entry without stating the reason. 


The R.Y.A. leaves absolute discretion to a race com- 
mittee in the refusal of entries. 


5. The race committee shall be governed by these rules, by the 
prescriptions of its national authority, by the sailing instructions, by 
approved class rules (but it may refuse to recognise any class rule 
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which conflicts with these rules) and, when applicable, by the team 
racing rules of its national authority, and shall decide all questions 
in accordance therewith. 


2—Notice of Race 
The notice of a race or regatta shall contain the following infor- 
mation :— 

(a) That the race or races will be sailed under the rules of the 
L Y.R.U. and the prescriptions of the national author- 
ity concerned. 

(b) The date and place of the regatta and the time of the start 
of tue first race and, if possible, succeeding races. 

(c) The class or classes for which races will be given. 

The notice shall also cover such of the following matters as may 

be appropriate :— 

(d) Any special instructions, subject to rule 3.1, which may vary 
or add to these rules or class rules. 

(e) Any restrictions or conditions regarding entries and num- 
bers of starters or competitors. 

(f) The address to which entries shall be sent, the date on which 
they close, the amount of entrance fees, if any, and any 
other entry requirements. 

(g) Particulars and number of prizes. 

(Л) Time and place for receiving sailing instructions. 

(i) Scoring system. 

(j) That for the purpose of determining the result of a race 
which is one of a series of races in a competition, 
decisions of protests shall not be subject to appeal if 
it is essential to establish the results promptly. A 


national authority may prescribe that its approval be 
required for such a procedure. 


The R.Y.A. prescribes that:— 


In these circumstances, written approval shall be obtained 
from the R.Y.A., and prominently displayed at the time 
and place of the competition. 
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3—T The Sailing Instructions 


1. Status—These rules shall be supplemented by written sailing 
instructions which shall rank as rules and may altcr a rule by specific 
reference to it, but except in accordance with rule 3.2(k) they shall 
not alter Parts I and IV of these rules. 


2. Contents—The sailing instructions shall contain the following 
information :— 

(a) That the race or races will be sailed under the rules of the 
LY.R.U. and the prescriptions of the national author- 
ity concerned. 

(b) The course or courses to be sailed or a list of marks or 
courses from which the course or courses will be 
selected, describing all marks and stating the order in 
which and the side on which each is to be rounded or 
passed. 

(c) The course signals. 

(d) The classes to race and class signals, if any. 

(e) Time of start for each class. 

(f) Starting line and starting area if used. 

(g) Finishing line and any special instructions for shortening 
the course or for finishing a shortened course. (Where 
possible the sailing instructions for finishing a short- 
ened course should not differ from those laid down for 
finishing the full course.) 

(h) Time limit, if any, for finishing. - 

(i) Scoring system, if not previously announced in writing, 
including the method, if any, for breaking ties. 

The sailing instructions shall also cover such of the following 
matters as may be appropriate:— 

(j) The date and place of the race or races. 

(k) When the race is to continue after sunset, the time or place, 
if any, at which the International Regulations for Pre- 
venting Collisions at Sea, or Government Right-of- 
Way Rules, shall replace the corresponding rules of 
Part IV, and the night signals the committee boat will 
display. 


о ола MM с т жау ащ 
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(Г) Any special instructions, subject to rule 3.1, which may 
vary or add to these rules, or class rules, and any 
special signals. 

(m) Eligibility; entry; measurement certificate; declaration. 

(n) Names, sail numbers and letters and ratings of the yachts 
entered. 

(0) Any special instructions governing the methods of starting 
and recall. 

(p) Recall numbers or letters, if used, of the yachts entered. 

(g) Time allowances. 

(r) Length of course or courses. 

(s) Method by which competitors will be notified of any change 
of course. 

(t) Prizes. 

(u) Any special time limit within which, and address at which, 
the declaration that all rules have been observed, if 
required, or written protest shall be lodged, and the 
prescribed fee, if any, which shall accompany the latter. 

(у) Time and place at which protests will be heard. 

(w) That for the purpose of determining the result of a race 
which is one of a series of races in a competition, 
decisions of protests shall not be subject to appeal if 
it is essential to establish the results promptly. A 
national authority may prescribe that its approval be 
required for such a procedure. 


The R.Y.A. prescribes that: — 

In these circumstances written approval shall be obtained 
from the R.Y.A., and prominently displayed at the time 
and place of the competition. 


(x) Whether races postponed or abandoned for the day will be 
sailed later and, if so, when and where. 

(у) Disposition to be made of a yacht appearing at the start 
alone in her class. 


3. Distribution—The sailing instructions shall be available to 
each yacht entitled to race. 
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4. Changes—The race committee may change the sailing instruc- 
tions by notice, in writing if practicable, given to each yacht affected 
not later than the warning signal of her class. 

5. Oral Instructions shall not be given except in accordance with 
procedure specifically set out in the sailing instructions. 


4—Signals 
1. International Code Flag Signals—Unless otherwise prescribed 
by the national authority or in the sailing instructions:— 
* AP"—Answering Pendant, Postponement Signal. 
When displayed alone over a class signal, means:— 
“The scheduled time of the start of the designated race is 
postponed 15 minutes.” 
(This postponement can be extended indefinitely in 15- 
minute intervals by dipping and rehoisting the signal.) 
When displayed over 1 ball or shape over a class signal, 
means :— 
“The scheduled time of the start of the designated race is 
postponed 30 minutes." 
(This postponement can be extended indefinitely by the 
addition of 1 ball or shape for every 15 minutes.) 
When displayed over one of the numeral pendants 1 to 9 
over a class signal, means :— 
“The scheduled time of the start of the designated race is 
postponed 1 hour, 2 hours, etc." 
When displayed over the letter “А” over a class signal, 
means :— 
“Тһе designated race is postponed to a later date." 
When any of the above signals is displayed without a class 
signal below, means:— 
“The whole sailing programme is postponed in accordance 
with the signal made." 
*L"—When displayed means:— 
“Соте within hail." 
*M"—dMark Signal. 
When displayed on a buoy, vessel, or other object, means :— 
* Round or pass the object displaying this signal instead of 
the mark which it replaces." 
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*"N"—Abandonment Signal. 


When displayed alone, means:— 
“АП races are abandoned. ** 


When displayed over a class signal, means :— 
“The designated race is abandoned." 


**P"— —Preparatory Signal. 
When displayed means:— 
“The class designated by the warning signal will start in 
5 minutes exactly." 


"R'"—Reverse Course Signal. 


When displayed alone, means :— 
“Sail the course prescribed in the sailing instructions in the 
reverse direction.” 


When displayed over a course signal, means :— 
“Sail the designated course in the reverse direction.” 


*S"—Shorten Course Signal. 
When displayed alone 
(a) at or near the starting line, means:— 

“АП classes shall sail the shortened course pre- 

scribed in the sailing instructions." 
(b) at or near the finishing line, means :— 

“АП classes shall finish the race either at the pre- 
scribed finishing line at the end of the round 
still to be completed by the leading yacht, or 
in any other manner prescribed in the sailing 
instructions under rule 3.2(g)." 

(c) elsewhere, means:— 

“АП classes shall finish between the nearby mark 
and the committee boat." 

When displayed over a class signal, as in (a), (b) or (c) 
above, means:— 


“The above signal applies to the designated class only." 
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“Ist Substitute"—dGeneral Recall Signal. 
When displayed, means :— 


“The class is recalled for a fresh start as provided in the 
sailing instructions." 


The R.Y.A. prescribes that:— 
The following cancellation signal may be specified in 
ailing instructions:— 
NP 


is Sulsntue — Cancellation signal 


When displayed alone, means:— 
“ All races are cancelled.” 


When displayed over a class signal, means:— 
“The designated race is cancelled." 


2. Signalling the Course—Unless otherwise prescribed by the 
national authority, the race committee shall either make the appro- 
priate course signal or otherwise designate the course before or with 
the warning signal. 


3. Changing the Course—The course for a class which has not 
started may be changed :— 


(a) by displaying the appropriate postponement signal and 
indicating the new course before or with the warning 
signal to be displayed after the lowering of the post- 
ponement signal; or 


(b) by displaying a course signal or by removing and substi- 
tuting a course signal before or with the warning signal. 


(The race committee should use method (a) when a change of 
course involves either shifting the committee boat or other 
starting mark, or requires a change of sails which cannot 
reasonably be completed within the 5-minute period be- 
fore the preparatory signal is made.) 
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4. Signals for Starting a Race For the national classes the International Code flags as 
(a) Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority or in follows:— 
the sailing instructions, the signals for starting a race Nd | КЕ. .. Swallow Class 
shall be made at 5-minute intervals exactly, and shall E Enterprise * 
be either:— F Firefly » 
(i) Warning Signal — Class flag broken out or o e eA .. Merlin-Rocket » 
distinctive signal displayed. RT LM ... 18-ft. ч » 
Preparatory Signal — Code flag “Р” broken out or T .... M ft Dinghy = 
distinctive signal displayed. y аге: Ке Dingh б 
Starting Signal , — Both warning and prepara- 3r d Sub Min E potis Je 
tory signals lowered, or Pendant 1 hr a Solo td 
(ii) Warning Signal — White shape. Naval Numeral 
Preparatory Signal — Blue shape. Flag Zero... Osprey 5 
Starting Signal for — Red shape. Naval Numeral 
first class to start Flag One i .. Albacore E 
In system (ii) each signal shall be lowered 30 seconds Naval Numera 
before the hoisting of the next, and in starting yachts — Flag Four ... men 
by classes, the starting signal for each class shall be 1 samara " 
the preparatory signal for the next. Nb eg ug Flying Fifteen 
The R.Y.A. prescribes the following warning signals:— For scratch events the alphabetical code flags X or Z. 
For the international classes the International Code flags For handicap events the numeral pendants 1 to 9. 
as follows:— (b) Although rule 4.4 (a) specifies 5-minute intervals between 
C .. Star Class signals, this shall not interfere with the power of a race 
Б. Dragon » committee to start a series of races at any intervals 
Е .. 12 Metre » which it considers desirable. 
н М : » CIR » (c) A warning signal shall not be given before its scheduled 
3 ud 5.5 » » time, except with the consent of all yachts entitled to 
ўт: Finn ” ii 1060, pni 
: 3i (d) Should an error be made in the timing of the interval be- 
T 2 туе наа ” tween the warning and preparatory signals, and a 
M hs y Dingh я general recall signal is not to be made, the race сот- 
in FH y » mittee shall ensure that the correct interval elapses 
Y I Cadet ji l between the preparatory and starting signals. 
2nd Sub. .. .... Snipe " 5. Finishing Signals—Blue flag or shape. When displayed at the 
Naval Numeral finish, means:—‘‘The committee boat is on station at the finishing 


Flag Three ... Tempest » line." 
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6. Other Signals—The sailing instructions shall designate any 
other special signals and shall explain their meaning. 


7. Calling Attention to Signals—Whenever the race committee 
makes a signal, except “R” ог “S” before the warning signal, it shall 
call attention to its action as follows :— 

Three guns or other sound signals when displaying “М”. 

Two guns or other sound signals when displaying the *'*Ist 
Substitute", “АР”, ог “5”. 

One gun or other sound signal when making any other signal. 


8. Visual Signal to Govern— Times shall be taken from the visual 
starting signals, and a failure or mistiming of a gun or other sound 
signal shall be disregarded. 


5—Cancelling, Postponing or Abandoning а Race 
and Shortening Course 

1. The race committee :— 

(a) before the starting signal may shorten the course or cancel 
or postpone a race for any reason, and 

(b) after the starting signal may shorten the course by finishing 
a race at any rounding mark or cancel or abandon a 
race because of foul weather endangering the yachts, 
or because of insufficient wind, or because a mark is 
missing or has shifted, or for other reasons directly 
affecting safety or the fairness of the competition. 

2. After a postponement the ordinary starting signals prescribed 
in rule 4.4(a) shall be used, and the postponement signal, if a general 
one, shall be hauled down before the first warning or course signal 
is made. 

3. Therace committee shall notify all yachts concerned by signal 
or otherwise when and where a race postponed or abandoned will be 
sailed. 


6—Starting and Finishing Lines 
The starting and finishing lines shall be either:— | 
(a) Aline between a mark and а mast or staff оп the committee 
boat or station clearly identified in the sailing instruc- 
tions; 
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(b) a line between two marks; or 
(c) the extension of a line through two stationary posts, with 
or without a mark at or near its outer limit, inside 
which the yachts shall pass. 
For types (a) and (c) of starting or finishing lines the sailing 
instructions may also provide a mark at or near the inner end of the 
line, in which case yachts shall pass between it and the outer mark. 


7—Start of a Race 
1. Starting Area—The sailing instructions may define a starting 
area which may be bounded by buoys. If so, they shall not rank as 
marks. 
2. Timing the Start—The start of a yacht shall be timed from 
her starting signal. 


8—Recalls 
1. Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority or in 
the sailing instructions, the race committee shall allot a recall number 
or letter to each yacht. When practicable, yachts’ sail numbers 
should be used as recall numbers, otherwise the race committee shall 
allot a suitable recall number or letter to each yacht, in which case 
see rule 3.2(p). 

2. (а) When any part of a yacht's hull, crew or equipment is over 
the starting line or its extensions when her starting 
signal is made, either:— 

(i) her recall number or letter shall be displayed as 
soon as possible and a suitable sound signal shall 
be given, or 

(ii) such other procedure shall be followed as may be 
prescribed by the national authority or in the sail- 
ing instructions. 

(b) When there is either a number of unidentified premature 
starters, or an error in starting procedure, the race 
committee may make a general recall signal in accord- 
ance with rules 4.1, **1st Substitute", and 4.7. Unless 
otherwise prescribed by the national authority or in 
the sailing instructions, a fresh warning and prepara- 
tory signal shall be given. Rule infringements before 
the preparatory signal for the new start shall not be 
cause for disqualification. 
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3. As soon as a recalled yacht has wholly returned to the right 
side of the starting line or its extensions, the race committee shall 
so inform her by removing her recall number if displayed; if not, by 
hail if practicable or in some other manner prescribed in the sailing 
instructions. 


9—Marks 


1. Mark Missing 
(a) When any mark either is missing or has shifted, the race 
committee shall,'if possible, replace it in its stated 
position, or substitute a new one with similar char- 
acteristics or a buoy or vessel displaying the letter “М” 
of the International Code—the mark signal. 


(b) If it is impossible either to replace the mark or to substitute 
a new one in time for the yachts to round or pass it, 
the race committee may, at its discretion, act in accord- 
ance with rule 5.1. 


2. Mark Unseen— When races are sailed in fog or at night, dead 
reckoning alone should not necessarily be accepted as evidence that 
a mark has been rounded or passed. 


10—Finishing 


Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority or in the 
sailing instructions, in races where there is a time limit, one yacht 
finishing within the prescribed limit shall make the race valid for all 
other yachts in that race. 


11—Ties 


When there is a tie at the finish of a race, either actual or on 
corrected times, the points for the place for which the yachts have 
tied and for the place immediately below shall be added together 
and divided equally. When two or more yachts tie for a trophy or 
prize in either a single race or a series, the yachts so tied should, if 
possible, sail a deciding race; if not, either the tie shall be broken by a 
method established under rule 3.2(i), or the yachts so tied shall 
either receive equal prizes or share the prize. 
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12—Yacht Unduly Prejudiced 


When the race committee decides that, through no fault of her 
own, the finishing position of a yacht has been materially prejudiced 
by rendering assistance in accordance with rule 58, Rendering Assist- 
ance, by being disabled by another yacht which should have kept 
clear, or by an action of the race committee, it may cancel or abandon 
the race or make such other arrangements as it deems equitable. 


13—Re-Sailed Races 
When a гасе is to be re-sailed :— 


1. All yachts entered in the original race shall be eligible to sail 
in the re-sailed race. 


2, j Subject to the entry requirements of the original race, and at 
the discretion of the race committee, new entries may be accepted. 
3. Rule infringements in the original race shall not be 
disqualification. MI 
4. The race committee shall notify the yachts conce 
and where the race will be re-sailed. TES ME 


14—A ward of Prizes 


Before awarding the prizes, the race committee shall i 
that all yachts whose finishing positions affect the racc cde й 
plied with the racing rules and sailing instructions. It is recom- 
mended that the sailing instructions require the member in charge 
of each yacht to submit within a stated time after she has finished 
a race a signed declaration to the effect that “all the rules and sailing 
instructions were obeyed in the race (or races) on (date or dates of 
race or races)”. 


(Numbers 15, 16 and 17 are spare numbers) 


PART III—GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 


Owner's Responsibilities for Qualifying his Yacht 


A rin cipere to race shall, to avoid subsequent disqualification 
comply with the rules of Part III before her preparat. j 
when applicable, while racing. "EOS em 
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18—Entries 


Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority or by the 
race committee in either the notice or the sailing instructions, entries 
shall be made in the following form:— 


FORM OF ENTRY 


аа. а eoe irr гч Т онен и Club 
Please aimer the FOCI uiuo Ge diaper prio tecti aatia cen en К 


Her distinguishing flag bt-dcc e Ne ПТА ME 
her sail numbers and letters аге........................ „ДЕНЕЧЕ. еар А 
D ALL dod oui p; Miser asm аа АО нло 
and har РОН ОР ВИИИ, изе ee cer eer ah а 


I agree to be bound by the rules of the I. Y.R.U., by the prescriptions 
of the national authority under which this race is sailed and by the 
sailing instructions. 


Entrance fee enclosed 


19—Measurement Certificates 
Every yacht entering a race shall hold such valid measurement or 
rating certificate as may be required by the national authority or 
other duly authorised body, by her class rules, by the notice of the 
race, or by the sailing instructions and she shall adhere to the con- 
ditions upon which such certificate was based. 


The R.Y.A. prescribes that:— 
1. Every British-owned yacht of an international or 
national class, when racing in British waters, shall hold 
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a valid certificate issued by the К. Ү.А. or appropriate 
authority. 


2. If the owner of a yacht cannot produce such a certi- 
ficate when required, he shall sign and lodge with the 
race committee, before the start, a statement in the 
following form:— 


ZU SENE VU уо Рр по TS S Club 
UNDERTAKING TO PRODUCE CERTIFICATE 
Fhe elt as ovo cs va competes in the........ 


race on condition that a valid certificate previously 
issued by the R.Y.A., or a true copy of it, is submitted 
to the club within 14 days after the start of the race 
and that she competes in the race on the measurement 
or rating of that certificate. 


Sienen oo dey a рН 


3. The sailing instructions may require that in such event 
the owner shall lodge a deposit of not more than £3 
which may be forfeited if such certificate or true copy 
is not submitted to the club within such 14 days. 


20—Ownership of Yachts 

1. Unless otherwise prescribed in the conditions of entry, a yacht 
shall be eligible to compete only when she is either owned by or on 
charter to and has been entered by a yacht or sailing club recognised 
by a national authority* or a member or members thereof. 

2. Two or more yachts owned or chartered wholly or in part by 
the same body or person shall not compete in the same race without 
the previous consent of the race committee. 


21—Member on Board 


Every yacht shall have on board a member of a yacht or sailing 
club recognised by a national authority to be in charge of the yacht 
as owner or owner's representative. 


ж For the purposes of this rule, the R.Y.A. recognises Service Ministries. 
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22—Shifting Ballast 

l. General Restrictions. Floorboards shall be kept down; bulk- 
heads and doors left standing; ladders, stairways and water tanks 
left in place; all cabin, galley and forecastle fixtures and fittings kept 
on board; all movable ballast shall be properly stowed under the 
floorboards or in lockers and no dead weight shall be shifted. 

2. Shipping, Unshipping or Shifting Ballast; Water. No ballast, 
whether movable or fixed, shall be shipped, unshipped or shifted, 
nor shall any water be taken in or discharged except for ordinary 
ship's use, from 9 p.m. of the day before the race until the yacht is 
no longer racing, except that bilge water may be removed at any time. 


23—Anchor 
Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority or by her 
class rules, every yacht shall carry on board an anchor and chain or 
rope of suitable size. 
The R.Y.A. prescribes that:— 
A yacht need carry an anchor only when required by her 
class rules or by the sailing instructions. 


24—Life-Saving Equipment 
Unless otherwise prescribed by her class rules, every yacht, except 
one which has sufficient buoyancy to support the crew in case of 
accident, shall carry adequate life-saving equipment for all persons 
on board, one item of which shall be ready for immediate use. 


25—Sail Numbers, Letters and Emblems 
1. Every yacht of an international class recognised by the 
I.Y.R.U. shall carry on her mainsail:— 
(a) When racing in foreign waters a letter or letters showing 
her nationality, thus:— 
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J Japan LX Luxembourg SA South Africa 
K United Kingdom M Hungary SE Senegal 
KA Australia MA Morocco SR Union of 
KB Bermuda MO Monaco Soviet 
KC Canada MX Mexico Socialist 
KG British Guiana N Norway Republics 
KGB Gibraltar NK Democratic Peo- T Tunisia 
KH Hong Kong ple's Republic of TH Thailand 
KI India Korea TK Turkey 
KJ Jamaica OE Austria U Uruguay 
KK Kenya P Portugal US United 
KR Rhodesia and PH The Philippines States of 
Malawi PR Puerto Rico America 
KS Singapore PU Peru V Venezuela 
KT West Indies PZ Poland X Chile 
KZ New Zealand RC Cuba Y Yugoslavia 
KZA Zambia RI Indonesia Z Switzerland 
L Finland RM Roumania 
LE Lebanon S Sweden 


(b) A number, letter or emblem showing the class to which the 


yacht belongs. 


(c) Number of yacht:— 


A Argentine CA Cambodia GO East Germany 

AL Algeria CY Ceylon GR Greece 

AR United Arab CZ Czechoslovakia Н Holland 
Republic D Denmark HA Netherland 

B Belgium E Spain Antilles 

BA Bahamas EC Ecuador I Italy 

BL Brazil F France IR Republic of 

BU Bulgaria G West Germany Ireland 


A distinguishing number allotted by her own national 
authority. In the case of a self-administered inter- 
national class, the number may be allotted by the 
class owners' association. 


Assuming a five-point-five metre yacht belonging to the 
Argentine Republic to be allotted number 3 by the 
Argentine national authority, her sail shall be marked: 

4.5 
A3 


When there is insufficient space to place the letter or letters 
showing the yacht's nationality in front of her allotted 
number, it shall be placed above the number. 


(d) The sail numbers, letters and emblems shall be placed on 
both sides of the mainsail, at approximately two-thirds 
of the height of the sail above the boom, so that the 
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lowest number shows when the sail is fully reefed. Sail 
numbers, letters and emblems shall sharply contrast 
in colour with the sail and shall be placed at different 
heights on the two sides of the sail, those on the star- 
board side being uppermost, to avoid confusion owing 
to translucency of the sail. The sail numbers only, shall 
be similarly placed on both sides of the spinnaker, but 
at approximately half height. 


The К. Ү.А. prescribes that:— 


International racing rule 25.1(d) shall also apply to all 
national classes. 


(e) Thefollowingsizes for numbers and letters are prescribed :— 


Size of Numbers and Letters on Sails for the Several Classes 


Recognised by the I.Y.R.U. 
Minimum Minimum Minimum 
Minimum width thi of space 
Class height of occupied by every portion between 
figure and each figure of each adjoining 
letters except figure or gures 
Figure 1 letter 


Ss ———— —————— .————— 


12 Metre . pa 0.66 (26) 0.46 (18) (4) .15 ) 
15 and 13.5 Metre 

Cruiser Racer .. 0.66 (26) 0.43 (17) 0.10 (4) 0.15 (6) 
12 and 10.5 Metre 


Cruiser Racer 0.56 (22) 0.36 (14) 
9 Metre Cruiser Racer 0.50 (20) 0.33 (13) 
8 and 7 Metre 

Cruiser Racer  .. 0.45 (18) 0.30 (12) 
8 Metre 2. 0.50 (20) 0.36 (14) 
$ ae is Ea 

Ў etre .. См 

30 sq. Metre дн 0.46 (18) 0.30 (12) 


Metres. Ins. | Metres. Ins. Metres. Ins. Metres. Ins. 
0.10 4 0 (6 
22 sq. Metre | 


Dragon e ok 
E NK е. ола do T ds "ue 


| 

Tempest ck: "n | 

Tiris Dutchman .. 

505 | 
| 


12 sq. ` Metre Sharpie 
Lightning 0.30 (12) 


14 ft. Dinghy 
Vaurien A ity 
Cadet $2 EN 0.23 (9) 0.15 (6) 
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(f) Sail makers’ marks, if any, shall be placed near the tack of 
the sail and shall not exceed 15 x 15 cms. (6 x 6 ins.). 


2. Other yachts shall comply with the rules of their national 
authority or class in regard to the allotment, carrying and size of 
sail numbers, letters and emblems, which rules should, so far as 
they may be applicable, conform to the above requirements. 


3. A yacht shall not be disqualified for failing to comply with 
the provisions of rule 25 without prior warning and adequate oppor- 
tunity to make correction. 


26—Forestays 


Unless otherwise prescribed in the class rules, the forestay or fore- 
stays shall be fixed approximately in the centre-line of the yacht. 


27—Flags 


A national authority may prescribe the flag usage which shall 
be observed by yachts under its jurisdiction. 


1. The R.Y.A. prescribes that:— 


Every yacht while racing shall carry, at or near her main 
mast or topmast head or near the highest point of her sail 
plan, a rectangular distinguishing flag, of which the hoist 
and fly shall each be not less than % of the height of the 
numbers on her mainsail. An ensign shall not be worn 
while racing. 


2. The R.Y.A. recommends that: 


On retirement, either this distinguishing flag shall be 
lowered on an ensign shall be worn at the stern. 


This recommendation may be varied in the sailing in- 
structions to suit local conditions. 
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(Numbers 28, 29 and 30 are spare numbers) 


PART IV—SAILING RULES WHEN 
YACHTS MEET 


Helmsman's Rights and Obligations Concerning Right of Way 


The rules of Part IV apply only between yachts which either are 
intending to race or are racing in the same or different races, and, 
except when rule 3.2(k) applies, replace the International Regulations 
for Preventing Collisions at Sea or Government Right-of-Way Rules 
applicable to the area concerned, from the time a yacht intending to 
race begins to sail about in the vicinity of the starting line until she has 
either finished or retired and has left the vicinity of the course. 


SECTION A—RULES WHICH ALWAYS APPLY 


31—Disqualification 


1. A yacht may be disqualified for infringing a rule of Part IV 
only when the infringement occurs while she is racing, whether or not 
a collision results. 


2. A yacht may be disqualified before or after she is racing for 
seriously hindering a yacht which is racing, or for infringing the 
sailing instructions. 


32— Avoiding Collisions 


A right-of-way yacht which makes no attempt to avoid a collision 
resulting in serious damage may be disqualified as well as the other 
yacht. 


33—Retiring from Race 


A yacht, which realises she has infringed a racing rule or a sailing 
instruction, should retire promptly; but, if she persists in racing, 
other yachts shall continue to accord her such rights as she may 
have under the rules of Part IV. 
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34—Misleading or Baulking 
l. When one yacht is required to keep clear of another, the 
right-of-way yacht shall not (except to the extent permitted by rule 
38.1, Luffing after Starting), so alter course as to:— 
(a) prevent the other yacht from keeping clear; or 
(b) mislead or baulk her while she is keeping clear. 
2. A yacht is not misleading or baulking another if she alters 
course by luffing or bearing away to conform to a change in the 
strength or direction of the wind. 


35—Hailing 
A right-of-way yacht, except when luffing under rule 38.1, Luffing 
after Starting, should hail before or when making an alteration of 
course which may not be foreseen by the other yacht or when 
claiming room at a mark or obstruction. 


SECTION B—OPPOSITE TACK RULE 


36—Fundamental Rule 
A port-tack yacht shall keep clear of a starboard-tack yacht. 


SECTION C—SAME TACK RULES 


37—Fundamental Rules 


1. A windward yacht shall keep clear of a leeward yacht. 

2. A yacht clear astern shall keep clear of a yacht clear ahead. 

3. A yacht which establishes an overlap to leeward from clear 
astern shall allow the windward yacht ample room and opportunity 
to keep clear, and during the existence of that overlap the leeward 
yacht shall not sail above her proper course. 


38—Right-of-Way Yacht Lufling after Starting 
1. Luffing Rights and Limitations. After she has started and 
cleared the starting line, a yacht clear ahead or a leeward yacht may 
luff as she pleases, except that:— 
A leeward yacht shall not sail above her proper course while an 
overlap exists if, at any time during its existence, the helmsman 
of the windward yacht (when sighting abeam from his normal 
station and sailing no higher than the leeward yacht) has been 
abreast or forward of the mainmast of the leeward yacht. 
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2. Overlap Limitations. For the purpose of this rule: An overlap 
does not exist unless the yachts are clearly within two overall lengths 
of the longer yacht; and an overlap which exists between two yachts 
when the leading yacht starts, or when one or both of them com- 
pletes a tack or gybe, shall be regarded as a new overlap beginning 
at that time. 


3. Hailing to Stop or Prevent a Luff. When there is doubt, the 
leeward yacht may assume that she has the right to luff unless the 
helmsman of the windward yacht has hailed “Mast Abeam", ог 
words to that effect. The leeward yacht shall be governed by such 
hail, and, if she deems it improper, her only remedy is to protest. 


4. Curtailing a Luff. The windward yacht shall not cause a luff 
to be curtailed because of her proximity to the leeward yacht unless 
an obstruction, a third yacht or other object restricts her ability to 
respond. 


5. Luffing Two or More Yachts. A yacht shall not luff unless she 
has the right to luff all yachts which would be affected by her luff, 
in which case they shall all respond even if an intervening yacht or 
yachts would not otherwise have the right to luff. 


39— Sailing Below a Proper Course after Starting 


A yacht which is on a free leg of the course after having started 
and cleared the starting line shall not sail below her proper course 
when she is clearly within three of her overall lengths of either a 
leeward yacht or a yacht clear astern which is steering a course to 
pass to leeward. 


40—Right-of-Way Yacht Luffing before Starting 


Before a yacht has started and cleared the starting line, any luff 
on her part which affects another yacht shall be carried out slowly. 
A leeward yacht may so luff only when the helmsman of the wind- 
ward yacht (sighting abeam from his normal station) is abaft 
the mainmast of the leeward yacht. However, after her starting signal 
the leeward yacht may luff slowly to assume her proper course even 
when, because of her position, she would not otherwise have the 
right to luff. Rules 38.3, Hailing to Stop or Prevent a Luff; 38.4, 
Curtailing a Luff; and 38.5, Luffing Two or More Yachts, also apply. 
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SECTION D—CHANGING TACK RULES 


41—Tacking or Gybing 

1. A yacht which is either tacking or gybing shall keep clear of 
a yacht on a tack. 

2. A yacht shall neither tack nor gybe into a position which will 
give her right of way unless she does so far enough from a yacht on a 
tack to enable this yacht to keep clear without having to begin to 
alter her course until after the tack or gybe has been completed. 

3. A yacht which tacks or gybes has the onus of satisfying the 
race committee that she completed her tack or gybe in accordance 
with rule 41.2. 

4. When two yachts are both tacking or both gybing at the same 
time, the one on the other's port side shall keep clear. 


SECTION E—RULES OF EXCEPTION AND SPECIAL 
APPLICATION 


When a rule of this section applies, to the extent to which it explicitly 
provides rights and obligations, it over-rides any conflicting rule of 
Part ІУ which precedes it, except the rules of Section A—Rules Which 
Always Apply. 


42—Rounding or Passing Marks and Obstructions 


When yachts either on the same tack or, after starting and clearing 
the starting line, on opposite tacks, are about to round or pass a 
mark on the same required side or an obstruction on the same side:— 

When Overlapped 
1. (a) An outside yacht shall give each yacht overlapping her on 
the inside room to round or pass it, except as provided 
in rules 42.1(c), (d) and (e). Room includes room to 
tack or gybe when either is an integral part of the 
rounding or passing manoeuvre. 

(b) When an inside yacht of two or more overlapped yachts on 
opposite tacks will have to gybe in rounding a mark, 
in order most directly to assume a proper course on the 
next leg, she shall gybe when she has obtained room. 

(c) When two yachts on opposite tacks are either on a beat or 
when one of them will have to tack either to round the 
mark or to avoid the obstruction, as between each other 
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rule 42.1(a) shall not apply and they are subject to 
rules 36, Opposite Tack, Fundamental Rule, and 41, 
Tacking or Gybing. 


(d) An outside leeward yacht with luffing rights may take an 
inside yacht to windward of a mark, provided that she 
hails to that effect and begins to luff before she is 
within two of her overall lengths of the mark and 
provided that she also passes to windward of it. 


(e) When approaching the starting line to start, a leeward yacht 
shall be under no obligation to give any windward yacht 
room to pass to leeward of a starting mark surrounded 
by navigable water; but, after the starting signal, a 
leeward yacht shall not deprive a windward yacht of 
room at such mark either:— 

(i) by heading above the first mark; or 
(ii) by luffing above close-hauled. 


When Clear Astern and Clear Ahead 
2.(a) A yacht clear astern shall keep clear in anticipation of and 
during the rounding or passing manoeuvre when the 
yacht clear ahead remains on the same tack or gybes. 


(b) A yacht clear ahead which tacks to round a mark is subject 
to rule 41, Tacking or Gybing, but a yacht clear astern 
shall not luff above close-hauled so as to prevent the 
yacht clear ahead from tacking. 


Restrictions on Establishing and Breaking an Overlap 


3.(a) A yacht clear astern shall not establish an inside overlap 
and be entitled to room under rule 42.1(a) when the 
yacht clear ahead :— 

(i) is within two of her own lengths of the mark or 
obstruction, except as provided in rule 42.3(b): or 
(ii) is unable to give the required room. 


(b) A yacht clear astern may establish an overlap between the 
yacht clear ahead and a continuing obstruction such as 
a shoal or the shore, only when there is room for her 
to do so in safety. 
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(c) A yacht clear ahead shall be under no obligation to give 
room before an overlap is established. The onus will 
lie upon the yacht which has been clear astern to satisfy 
the race committee that the overlap was established in 
proper time. 

(d) When an overlap exists at the time the outside yacht comes 
within two of her lengths of the mark, she shall be 
bound by rule 42.1(a), even though the overlap may 
thereafter be broken. 


43—Close-Hauled, Hailing for Room to Tack at Obstructions 


1. Hailing. When safe pilotage requires one of two close-hauled 
yachts on the same tack to make a substantial alteration of course 
to clear an obstruction, and if she intends to tack, but cannot tack 


without colliding with the other yacht, she shall hail the other yacht 
for room to tack. 


2. Responding. The hailed yacht at the earliest possible moment 
after the hail shall either:— 


(a) tack, n which case, the hailing yacht shall begin to tack 
either :— 
(i) before the hailed yacht has completed her tack, or 
(ii) if she cannot then tack without colliding with the 
hailed yacht, immediately she is able to tack, or 
(b) reply “You tack”, or words to that effect, if in her opinion 
she can keep clear without tacking or after postponing 
her tack. In this case:— 
(i the hailing yacht shall immediately tack and 
(ii the hailed yacht shall keep clear. 
(ii) The onus shall lie on the hailed yacht which replied 
‘You tack" to satisfy the race committee that she 
kept clear. 


3. Limitation on Right to Room 
(а) When the obstruction is a mark which the hailed yacht 
can fetch, the hailing yacht shall not be entitled to room 
to tack and the hailed yacht shall immediately so in- 
form the hailing yacht. 
(b) If, thereafter, the hailing yacht again hails for room to tack, 
she shall, after receiving it, retire immediately. 
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(c) If, after having refused to respond to a hail under rule 
43.3(a), the hailed yacht fails to fetch, she shall retire 
immediately. 


44—Yachts Returning to Start 


1. (а) A premature starter when returning to start, or a yacht 
working into position from the wrong side of the 
starting line or its extensions, when the starting signal 
is made, shall keep clear of all yachts which are start- 
ing, or have started, correctly, until she is wholly on 
the right side of the starting line or its extensions. 


(b) Thereafter, she shall be accorded the rights under the rules 
of Part IV of a yacht which is starting correctly; but 
if she thereby acquires right of way over another yacht 
which is starting correctly, she shall allow that yacht 
ample room and opportunity to keep clear. 


2. A premature starter while continuing to sail the course and 
until it is obvious that she is returning to start, shall be accorded the 
rights under the rules of Part IV of a yacht which has started. 


45—Anchored, Aground or Capsized 


1. A yacht under way shall keep clear of another yacht racing 
which is anchored, aground or capsized. Of two anchored yachts, 
the one which anchored later shall keep clear, except that a yacht 
which is dragging shall keep clear of one which is not. 


2. A yacht anchored or aground shall indicate the fact to any 
yacht which may be in danger of fouling her. Unless the size of the 
yachts or the weather conditions make some other signal necessary, 
a hail is sufficient indication. 


3. A yacht shall not be penalised for fouling a yacht in distress 
which she is attempting to assist nor a yacht which goes aground or 
capsizes immediately ahead of her. 


(Numbers 46, 47 and 48 are spare numbers) 
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PART V—OTHER SAILING RULES 
Obligations of Helmsmen and Crew in Handling a Yacht 


Except for rule 49, a yacht is subject to the rules of Part V only 
while she is racing. 


49—Fair Sailing 
A yacht shall attempt to win a race only by fair sailing, superior 


| speed and skill, and, except in team races, by individual effort. 


However, a yacht may be disqualified under this rule only in the 
case of a clear-cut violation of the above principles and only if no 
other rule applies. 


50—Ranking as a Starter 


A yacht which sails about in the vicinity of the starting line 
between her preparatory and starting signals shall rank as a starter, 
even if she does not start. 


51—Sailing the Course 
1. (а) A yacht shall start and finish only as prescribed in the 
starting and finishing definitions, even if the committee 
boat is anchored on the side of the starting or finishing 
mark opposite to that prescribed in the sailing instruc- 
tions. 

(b) Unless otherwise prescribed in the sailing instructions, a 
yacht which either crosses prematurely, or is on the 
wrong side of the starting line at the starting signal, or 
at any other prescribed time before the starting signal, 
shall return and start in accordance with the definition. 

(c) Failure of a yacht to see or hear her recall notification shall 
not relieve her of her obligation of starting correctly. 


2. A yacht shall sail the course so as to round or pass each mark 
on the required side in correct sequence, and so that a string repre- 
senting her wake from the time she starts until she finishes would 
when drawn taut, lie on the required side of each mark. 3 


3. A mark has a required side for a yacht as long as she is on a 
leg which it begins, bounds or ends. A starting mark begins to have 
a required side for a yacht when she starts. A finishing mark ceases 
to have a required side for a yacht as soon as she finishes. 
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4. A yacht which rounds or passes a mark on the wrong side 
may correct her error by making her course conform to the require- 
ments of rule 51.2. 

5. It is not necessary for a yacht to cross the finishing line com- 
pletely. After finishing she may clear it in either direction. 


52—Touching a Mark 
l. A yacht which either:— 
(a) touches:— 
(i) a starting mark before starting; 
(ii) a mark which begins, bounds or ends the leg of the 
course on which she is sailing; or 
(iii) a finishing mark after finishing, or 
(b) causes a mark vessel to shift to avoid being touched, 
shall retire immediately, unless she claims that she was wrongfully 
compelled to touch it by another yacht, in which case she shall 
protest. 

2. For the purposes of rule 52.1: Every ordinary part of a mark 
ranks as part of it, including a flag, flagpole, boom or hoisted boat, 
but excluding ground tackle and any object either accidentally or 
temporarily attached to it. 


53—Fog Signals and Lights 

Every yacht shall observe the International Regulations for Pre- 
venting Collisions at Sea or Government Rules for fog signals and, 
as a minimum, the carrying of lights at night. 

54—Setting and Sheeting Sails 

1. Changing Sails. While changing headsails and spinnakers a 
replacing sail may be fully set and trimmed before the sail it replaces 
is taken in, but only one mainsail and, except when changing, only 
one spinnaker shall be carried set. 

2. Sheeting Sails to Spars. Unless otherwise prescribed by the 
national authority or by the class rules, any sail may be sheeted to 
or led above a boom regularly used for a working sail and perm- 
anently attached to the mast to which the head of the working sail 
is set, but no sails shall be sheeted over or through outriggers. An 
outrigger is any fitting so placed, except as permitted in the first 
sentence of rule 54.2, that it could exert outward pressure on a sheet 
at a point from which, with the yacht upright, a vertical line would 
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fall outside the hull or deck planking at that point, or outside such 
other position as class rules prescribe. For the purpose of this rule: 
Bulwarks, rails and rubbing strakes are not part of the hull or deck 
planking. A boom of a boomed foresail which requires no adjust- 
ment when tacking is not an outrigger. 

3. Spinnaker, Spinnaker Boom. A spinnaker shall not be set 
without a boom. The tack of a spinnaker when set and drawing 
shall be in close proximity to the outboard end of a spinnaker boom. 
Any head sail may be attached to a spinnaker boom provided a 
spinnaker is not set. A sail tacked down abaft the foremost mast is 
not a head sail. Only one spinnaker boom shall be used at a time 
and when in use shall be carried only on the side of the foremost 
mast opposite to the main boom and shall be fixed to the mast. 
Rule 54.3 shall not apply when shifting a spinnaker boom or sail 
attached thereto. 


55—Owner Steering another Yacht 
An owner shall not steer any yacht other than his own in a race 
wherein his own yacht competes, without the previous consent of 


the race committee. 
56— Boarding 

Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority or in the 
sailing instructions, no person shall board a yacht except for the 
purpose of rule 58, Rendering Asssitance, or to attend an injured 
or ill member of the crew or temporarily as one of the crew of a 
vessel fouled. 

57—Leaving, Man Overboard 

Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority or in the 
sailing instructions, no person on board a yacht when her prepara- 
tory signal was made shall leave, unless injured or ill, or for the pur- 
poses of rule 58, Rendering Assistance, except that any member of the 
crew may fall overboard or leave her to swim, stand on the bottom 
as a means of anchoring, haul her out ashore to effect repairs, reef 
sails or bail out, or help her to get clear after grounding or fouling 
another vessel or object, provided that this person is back on board 
before the yacht continues in the race. 


The R.Y.A. prescribes that:— 

No restrictions are placed on persons leaving a yacht 
which is racing provided that neither class rules nor sailing 
instructions are infringed. . 
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58—Rendering Assistance 
Every yacht shall render all possible assistance to any vessel or 
person in peril, when in a position to do so. 
59—Outside Assistance 
Except as permitted by rules 56, Boarding, 58 Rendering Assist- 
ance, and 64, Aground or Foul of an Obstruction, a yacht shall 
neither receive outside assistance nor use any gear other than that 
on board when her preparatory signal was made. 
60—Means of Propulsion 

A yacht shall be propelled only by the natural action of the wind 
on the sails, spars and hull, and water on the hull, and shall not check 
way by abnormal means, except for the purpose of rule 58, Rendering 
Assistance, or for the purpose of recovering a man who has accident- 
ally fallen overboard. An oar, paddle or other object may be used in 
emergency for steering. An anchor may be sent out in a boat only 
as permitted by rule 64, Aground or Foul of an Obstruction. 

61—Sounding 

Any means of sounding may be used provided rule 60, Means of 
Propulsion, is not infringed. 

62—Manual Power 

A yacht shall use manual power only, except that if so prescribed 
by the national authority or in the sailing instructions, a power winch 
or windlass may be used in weighing anchor or in getting clear after 
running aground or fouling any object. 

63—Anchoring and Making Fast 

1. A yacht may anchor. Means of anchoring may include the 
crew standing on the bottom and any weight lowered to the bottom. 
A yacht shall recover any anchor or weight used, and any chain 
or rope attached to it, before continuing in the race, unless after 
making every effort she finds recovery impossible. In this case she 
shall report the circumstances to the race committee, which may 
disqualify her if it considers the loss due either to inadequate gear 
or to insufficient effort to recover it. 

2. A yacht shall be afloat and off moorings before her prepara- 
tory signal, but may be anchored, and shall not thereafter make fast 
or be made fast by means other than anchoring, nor be hauled out, 
except for the purpose of rule 64, Aground or Foul of an Obstruction, 
or to effect repairs, reef sails Or bail out. 
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64—Aground or Foul of an Obstruction 

A yacht, after grounding or fouling another vessel or other object, 
is subject to rule 62, Manual Power, and may, in getting clear, use 
her own anchors, boats, ropes, spars and other gear; may send out 
an anchor in a boat; may be refloated by her crew going overboard 
either to stand on the bottom or to go ashore to push off; but may 
receive outside assistance only from the crew of the vessel fouled. 
A yacht shall recover all her own gear used in getting clear before 
continuing in the race. 


(Numbers 65, 66 and 67 are spare numbers) 


PART VI—PROTESTS, 
DISQUALIFICATIONS AND APPEALS 


68—Protests 
1. A yacht can protest against any other yacht, except that a 
protest for an alleged infringement of the rules of Part IV can be 
made only by a yacht directly involved in, or witnessing an incident. 

2. A protest occurring between yachts competing in separate 

races sponsored by different clubs shall be heard by a combined 
committee of both clubs. 

3. (а) A protest for an infringement of the rules or sailing instruc- 
tions occurring during a race shall be signified by show- 
ing a flag (International Code flag “B” is always accept- 
able, irrespective of any other provisions in the sailing 
instructions) conspicuously in the rigging of the protest- 
ing yacht at the first reasonable opportunity and keeping 
it flying until she has finished or retired, or if the first 
reasonable opportunity occurs after finishing, until 
acknowledged by the race committee. In the case of 
a yacht sailed single-handed, it shall be sufficient if the 
flag (whether displayed in the rigging or not) is brought 
to the notice of the yacht protested against as soon as 
possible after the incident and to the race committee 
when the protesting yacht finishes. 


The R.Y.A. prescribes that:— 


A protest flag shall be either a flag or a burgee or a rect- 
angular piece of material no smaller than the distinguishing 
flag customarily worn by the protesting yacht. 


- 
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(b) A yacht which has no knowledge of the facts justifying a 
protest until after she has finished or retired may never- 
theless protest without having shown a protest flag. 


(c) A protesting yacht shall try to inform the yacht protested 
against that a protest will be lodged. 


(d) Such a protest shall be in writing and signed by the owner 

or his representative, and should state:— 
(i) The date, time and whereabouts of the incident. | 
(ii) The particular rule or rules or sailing instructions 
alleged to have been broken or infringed. 
(iii) A statement of the facts. 
(iv) Unless irrelevant, a diagram of the incident. 

(e) Unless otherwise prescribed in the sailing instructions, the 
protest shall be delivered, or if that is impossible, 
mailed to the race committee within two hours of the 
finish of the protesting yacht, or should she not finish, 
within two hours of her arrival in port, or within such 
special time limit and with such fee, if any, as may have 
been prescribed in the sailing instructions under rule 
3.2(u). But the race committee shall have power to 
extend this time should it have reason to do so. 


(f) The race committee shall allow any omissions in the details 
required by rule 68.3(d) to be remedied at a later time. 


4.(a) A protest that a measurement, scantling or flotation rule 
has been infringed while racing, or that a classification 
or rating certificate is for any reason invalid, shall be 
lodged with the race committee not later than 6 p.m. 
on the day following the race. The race committee 
shall send a copy of the protest to the yacht protested 
against and, should there appear to be reasonable 
grounds for the protest, it shall refer the question to 
an authority qualified to decide such questions. 


The R.Y.A. prescribes that:— 


(a) Therace committee may require yachts to be inspected 
and checked by an R.Y.A. or an official class measurer 
before or after any race.” 
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(b) If the race committee receives a report from the 
measurer or a protest under I. Y.R.U. rule 68.4(a), and is 
satisfied that a yacht has infringed her class rules, it may 
disqualify her from any race under its jurisdiction in which 
she has competed and shall inform her that she is ineligible 
to compete in any race unless she lodges an appeal with the 
race committee against its decision. 


(c) Such an appeal shall be subject to I. Y.R.U. rule 77, 
except that once lodged with the race committee it shall not 
be withdrawn, shall relate only to a question of interpreta- 
tion of the class rules and shall be accompanied by a fee of 
£3. 

The race committee shall submit the appeal within ten 
days of receipt to the body which issued the certificate for 
the yacht concerned. 


(d) When an appeal is lodged, the yacht may compete in 
any further races under the jurisdiction of the race com- 
mittee but subject to the result of that appeal. 


(e) The race committee's decision shall stand until such 
time as it is reversed on appeal. 


(f) The race committee shall inform the body which issued 
the certificate for the yacht concerned of its decision within 
ten davs, even if an appeal is not lodged. 


(b) The race committee, in making its decision, shall be gov- 
erned by the determination of such authority. Copies 
of such decision shall be sent to all yachts involved. 


5. (a) A yacht which claims that her chances of winning a prize 
have been prejudiced by an action or omission of the 
race committee, may seek redress from the race com- 
mittee in accordance with the requirements for a pro- 
test provided in rules 68.3(d), (e) and (f). 


(b) When the race committee decides that such action or 
omission was prejudicial, and that the result of the 
race was altered thereby, it shall cancel or abandon the 
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race, or make such other arrangement as it deems 
equitable. 


6. A protest made in writing shall not be withdrawn, but shall 
be decided by the race committee, unless prior to the hearing full 
responsibility is acknowledged by one or more yachts. 


69—Refusal of a Protest 


1. When the race committee decides that a protest does not 
conform to the requirements of rule 68, Protests, it shall inform the 
protesting yacht that her protest will not be heard and of the reasons 
for such decision. 


2. Such a decision shall not be reached without giving the pro- 
testing yacht an opportunity of bringing evidence that the require- 
ments of rule 68 were complied with. 


70—Hearings 


1. When the race committee decides that a protest conforms to all 
the requirements of rule 68, Protests, it shall call a hearing as soon as 
possible. The protest, or a copy of it, shall be made available to all 
yachts involved, and each shall be notified, in writing if practicable, of 
the time and place set for the hearing. A reasonable time shall be 
allowed for the preparation of defence. At the hearing, the race 
committee shall take the evidence presented by the parties to the 
protest and such other evidence as it may consider necessary. The 
parties to the protest, or a representative of each, shall have the 
right to be present, but all others, except one witness at a time while 
testifying, may be excluded. A yacht other than one named in the 
protest, which is involved in that protest, shall have all the privileges 
of yachts originally named in it. 


2. A yacht shall not be penalised without a hearing, except as 
provided in rule 73.1(a), Disqualification without Protest. 


3. Failure on the part of any of the interested parties or a repre- 
sentative to make an effort to attend the hearing of the protest may 
justify the race committee in deciding the protest as it thinks fit 
without a full hearing. 
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71—Decisions 
The race committee shall make its decision promptly after the 
hearing. Each decision shall be communicated to all parties involved, 
in writing if required by them, and shall state fully the facts and 
grounds on which it is based and specify the rule or rules, if any, 


infringed. The findings of the race committee as to the facts invol 
shall be final. т "rene 


72—Disqualification after Protest 


1. When the race committee or any appeal authority decides 
after a protest and the hearing thereon:— 

(a) that a yacht has been shown to the race committee's satis- 
faction. to have infringed any of these rules or the 
sailing instructions, or 

(b) that in consequence of her neglect of any of these rules or 
the sailing instructions she has compelled other yachts 
to infringe these rules or the sailing instructions, 

she shall be disqualified unless the sailing instructions applicable to 
that race provide some other penalty. Such disqualification or other 
penalty shall be imposed, irrespective of whether the rule or sailing 
instruction which led to the disqualification or penalty was men- 
tioned in the protest, or the yacht which was at fault was mentioned 
or protested against, e.g., the protesting yacht or a third yacht might 
be disqualified and the protested yacht absolved. 
: 2. A retirement after an infringement of any rule or sailing 
instruction shall not rank as a disqualification. This penalty can 
be imposed only in accordance with rules 72, Disqualification after 
Protest, and 73, Disqualification without Protest. 

3. When a yacht either is disqualified or has retired, the next in 
order shall be awarded her place. 


4. The question of damages arising from any infringements of 
these rules shall be governed by the prescriptions, if any, of the 
national authority. 


The R.Y.A. prescribes that:— 


The owner of a yacht shall be liable for all damages arising 
from breach of these rules, not exceeding in amount and 
subject to the same limitations as provided by the Merchant 
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Shipping Act of 1894 or any statutary re-enactment or 
modification thereof. A breach of these rules shall be con- 
sidered improper navigation within the meaning and for the 
purposes of that Act. The fault or privity of the owner shall 
not be a bar to the limitation of liability conferred by the 
statute. 


73—Disqualification without Protest 


1. (a) A yacht which fails either to start or to finish may be dis- 
qualified without protest or hearing, after the conclu- 
sion of the race, except that she shall be entitled to a 
hearing, provided she satisfies the race committee that 

an error may have been made. 
(b) A yacht so penalised shall be informed of the action taken, 
either by letter or by notification in the racing results. 


2. When the race committee :— 
(a) sees an apparent infringement by any yacht of these rules or 
the sailing instructions (except as provided in rule 
73.1), or 
(b) receives a report not later than the same day from a witness 
who was neither competing in the race, nor otherwise 
an interested party, alleging such an infringement, or 
(c) has reasonable grounds for supposing from the evidence 
at the hearing of a valid protest, that any yacht in- 
volved in the incident may have committeed such an 
infringement. 
it may notify such yacht thereof in writing, delivered or mailed not 
later than one day after:— _ 
(i) the finish of the race, or 
(ii) the receipt of the report, or 
(iii) the hearing of the protest. 


Such notice shall contain a statement of the pertinent facts and of 
the particular rule or rules or sailing instructions believed to have 
been infringed, and the race committee shall act thereon in the same 
manner as if it had been a protest made by a competitor. 
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74—Penalties for Gross Breach of Rules 

l. Ifa gross breach or infringement of any of these rules is proved 
against the owner, the owner's representative, the helmsman or 
sailing master of a yacht, such persons may be disqualified by the 
national authority, for any period it may think fit, from either 
steering or sailing in a yacht in any race held under its jurisdiction. 

pA 1 Notice of any penalty adjudged under this rule shall be com- 
— to the I.Y.R.U. which shall inform all national author- 
ities. 
The R.Y.A. prescribes that:— 


A race committee desiring to take action under rule 74 
Shall apply for a special meeting of not less than three 
members of the council to consider the case. 

Such emergency meeting, if unanimous, may exercise 
the full powers of the council, but its action, if any, shall 
be reported to the council at its next meeting for con- 
firmation or otherwise. 


75— Persons Interested not to Take Part in Decision 
No member of either a race committee or of an i 
г ҳ y appeals authori 
shall take part in the discussion or decision upon any disputed d 
tion in which he is an interested party, but this does not preclude 
him from giving evidence in such a case. 


76—Expenses Incurred by Protest 
Unless otherwise prescribed by the race committee, the fees and 
expenses entailed by a protest on measurement or classification shall 
be paid by the unsuccessful party. 


77—Appeals 
E. Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority which 
has recognised the sponsoring organisation concerned, an appeal 
against the decision of a race committee shall be governed by rules 
77, Appeals, and 78, Particulars to be Furnished in Appeals. 


2. Unless otherwise prescribed by the national authority or in 
the sailing instructions (subject to rule 2(j) or 3.2(w)), a protest which 
has been decided by the race committee shall be referred to the 


40 


national authority solely on a question of interpretation of these 
rules, within such period after the receipt of the race committee's 
decision, as the national authority may decide:— 


(a) when the race committee, at its own instance, thinks proper 
to do so, or 


(b) when any of the parties involved in the protest makes 
application for such reference. 


This reference shall be accompanied by such deposit as the 
national authority may prescribe, payable by the appellant, to be 
forfeited to the funds of the national authority in the event of the 
appeal being dismissed. 


The К. Ү.А. prescribes that:— 


(a) the appeal, the grounds for the appeal and a deposit of 
£3 shall be lodged with the race committee of the club 
within ten days of receiving the race committee's 
decision; and 


(b) the race committee shall forward them to the secretary 
of the R.Y.A. within two months of their receipt by 
the race committee. 


(c) No part of rule T1 may be varied or excepted by the 
sailing instructions unless prior written approval of the 
R.Y.A. has been obtained in accordance with rules 
2(j) and 3.2(w). 


3. The national authority shall have power to uphold or reverse 
the decision of the race committee, and if it is of opinion, from the 
facts found by the race committee, that a yacht involved in a protest 
has infringed an applicable rule, it shall disqualify her, irrespective 
of whether the rule or sailing instruction which led to such disqual- 
ification was mentioned in the protest. 
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4. The decision of the national authority, which shall be final, 
shall be communicated in writing to all interested parties. 


5. In the Olympic Games and such other international regattas 
as may be specially approved by the I.Y.R.U. the decisions of the 
race committee, jury or judges shall be final. 


6. An appeal once lodged with the national authority shall not 
be withdrawn. 


78—Particulars to be Furnished in Appeals 


1. The reference to the national authority shall be in writing and 
shall contain the following particulars, in order, so far as they are 
applicable:— 


(a) A copy of the notice of the race and the sailing instructions 
furnished to the yachts. 


(b) A copy of the protest, or protests, if any, prepared in accord- 
ance with rule 68.3(d), and all other written statements 
which may have been put in by the parties. 


(c) The observations of the race committee thereon, a full 
statement of the facts found, its decision and the 
grounds thereof. 


(d) An official diagram prepared by the race committee in 
accordance with the facts found by it, showing:— 
(i) The course to the next mark, or, if close by, the mark 
itself with the required side; 
(ii) The direction and force of the wind; 
(iii the set and strength of the current, if any; 
(iv) the depth of water, if relevant; and 
(v) the positions and courses of all the yachts involved. 
(vi) Where possible, yachts should be shown sailing from 
the bottom of the diagram towards the top. 
(e) The grounds of appeal, to be supplied by either:— 
(i) the race committee under rule 77.2(a); or 
(ii) the appellant under rule 77.2(b). 
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(f) Observations, if any, upon the appeal by the race com- 
mittee or any of the parties. 


2. The race committee shall notify all parties that an appeal will 
be lodged and shall invite them to make any observations upon it. 
Any such observations shall be forwarded with the appeal. 
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